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Hemphill and Todd Eldredge survey a wall
fy pockets of uranium ore.
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its uranium from Kazakhstan,
Russia

9%, respectively.

In May, the industry praised
President Joe Biden's move to
ban on Russian uraniom im-
ports, which simultaneously
unlocked $2.7 billion to expand
domestic nuclear fuel produc-
tion.

For Barton, who complet-
ed the dissertation for her doc-
torate an cobalt miningin the
Democratic Republic of the

er whethento nining. Congo, national security isnt
th of pastithe- Moore said that Energy Fuels complies the only concern. The U.S. has
xposure Coim-  with those monitoring standards and that the mining regulations and labor
1 expanded in umpany removes the mined uranium-bear- practices that other countries
1 the indZtry ng ore from sites before the metal can leech don’t, she points out.
e paymentol nto groundwater. “People are, in my experience,
w illness. But “All metal mining has inherent hazards and a little naive sometimes about
risks to human health, safety and the environ- the trade-offs involved in the
nent that must be addressed. Uranium min- modern lifestyle. There's no free
 THE 1 is no different, and the hazards are well- lunch.” she said.
nown and easily mitigated,” Moore said. "And pretending that there
Today, uranium mining is a relatively low- is actually does a lot of damage
 face isk activity.” - today, which again, was notathingbackinthe  IMPORTING VS. MINING to the environment and society by pushing
e i Companies also make plans — and post  ‘50sand '60s, is a flerce dedication toprevent-  URANIUM IN THE U.S. that cost onto people who, unlike your aver-
am - onds to support — the eventual closing of a ing any kind of remediation from being nec- age American environmental activist, cant
ation modern mine. Utah law states that mined land essary” Nuclear power accounted for nearly 19% really fight back.” Barton said.
) Plat must be reclaimed “to prevent conditions det- Reimondo of the Grand Canyon Trust, like of the electricity generated nationwide last “I'm a proponent of keeping mining where
m, a mm-m.nl o ung-.j -Wmd wd.ﬁn of  otherenvi dv skep year. Fossil fuels accounted for 60%, while we can keep an eye on it,” she ad
or de the tical thy bk energy sources, like wind, hydro- Demands for energy around the world —
groundviier ~uhmmmdﬂ:hdnw todlean it up,” said Reimondo. “Tt's another to power and solar, provided 21% and the corresponding emissions — are on
make a mess with something that is very diffi- The vast majority of the uranium used in track to increase through 2050, according to
cult, if not impossible, 1 clean up.” American nuclear reactors is impor the US. Energy Information Administration,
A 2011 report from the Reverme Wistch In- UL, is home to just 1% of the workd' assuming no new laws or regulations.
stitute estimates that American Indian. uranium resources, according to the World Race Fisher — who has seven daughters,
contain as much as 50% of the US’s poten Nudear Association; uranium is “more abun-
i reserves, s nd dant and cheaper to produce in other coun- L
tribal jes have adv mors-  tries,” the US. Energy Information Admin-  ically since the 1980s. He left when uranium
toriums on urarniem the istration reports. prices. but he's been back at the site
Platesu in an effort to prevent po- That argues for less domesticuranium de-  since 1999, And from his point of view, envi-
tential hazards. These groups also lobby for welopment, Reimando said. mlmﬁh;uhuuhk:hmmgy!mve
national designations, which can “On the Colorado Platean, [ thinkthean-  finally rlqlhl up — in recognizing the val-
come with bans on extraction. mvm‘mwcdm‘tm«lmhwmu?uv_ ue of
W " said do said. “It's 100 arid, water is too pre- llbthhtypu(mnu'ﬂ:mwne
_= oMo nies today Mammiﬁnjnnc«n\ cious and we don't have anything to sacrifice”  scme. You'te 2ot going 1o find a better area
'hmhunmm&nm-d dth!ll!unn!lm But relying solely on imported uranium !h-ltmwﬂ-ld)uvuwdn It's justa
!th( Tt is axiomatic in mining that the ounce of bouninUhh.'Andmm national security — the priarity behind @ood, dean neining job.” he ssid. “Uranimm
1 set an prevention is worth many, many megatons aumwmu-m thelast uranium boam — at risk, the industry mirdng is probably the safiest, best ground
for urs of cure,” dg.ﬂ.'w'}ﬁvmﬁ.rdmmﬂﬂ.\\l ly inhumane.” contends. In 2022, the US. purchesed 48%of  I've éver worked in.”
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